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Assessing left ventricular global systolic function

THE VENTRICLES AND 
PULMONARY PRESSURES

Not all echo labs use ejection fraction (EF), and the severity criteria vary in different guideline documents. It’s 
best to use the same values as your colleagues and audit that you are all reporting EF similarly. 

Grading left ventricle systolic function using ejection fraction (EF)

Measure using Simpson’s biplane (or 3D).
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abnormal
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Severely 
abnormal

>50 50–54 41–49 31–40 <30
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